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- Tho MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . (3 This communication is responsive to amendment filed on 14 September 2004 . 

2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-10 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 15 December 2003 and 27 December 2000 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. S Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see amendment, filed 14 September 2004, with respect 
to claims 1-10 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The rejection of claims 
1-10 has been withdrawn. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-10 are allowed. 

3. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The examiner now agrees with the applicants arguments with respect to claims 
1-10. Although Hori does teach the use of a LCD device placed within the viewfinder 
system, and the selective activation of this LCD device in order to block light during a 
photographing operation, the examiner now agrees that Hori does not disclose sufficient 
motivation to combine the LCD device with an SLR mirror. Furthermore, the prior art 
fails to teach or fairly suggest such a combination. 

The prior art does teach SLR cameras which include light shielding plates in 
order to block light entering the camera body through the optical viewfinder when a 
semi-transparent light splitting mirror is in a photographing position, see for example 
Higuchi (US 6,227,726) and Shono (US 6,630,959). However, in these references do 
not disclose a light-splitter (e.g. Figure 1, Item 5 of Higuchi and Figure 2, Item 1 1 of 
Shono) which itself is driven between a semi-transparent state in a first position and a 
blocking state in a second position. Instead, an additional light shielding plate (e.g. 
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Figure 1 , Item 7 of Higuchi and Figure 1, Item 24 of Shono) is used to block light in the 
second position while the light-splitter remains in a semi-transparent state. Therefore, 
claims 1-10 are considered allowable. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy J Henn whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8327 or (571) 272-7310 after 28 February 2005. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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